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in the White House last year, and why the Vice
President and I have worked so hard to bring
loans and new investments to distressed commu-
nities through empowerment zones, the Com-
munity Reinvestment Act, community develop-
ment banks, and now through our new markets
initiative.

Especially, we need to make sure our young
people are prepared for this new economy, by
helping every child enter school ready to learn
and graduate ready to succeed. More Ameri-
cans—and more African-Americans—are going
on to college than ever before. But we must
give every child that chance, and we must help
their families shoulder the burden.

Today I’m pleased to announce that the De-
partment of Labor is awarding $223 million in
youth opportunity grants to bring education and
job training to up to 44,000 young people in
36 communities, from Watts to the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation. This will provide a lifeline
of opportunity to any young person willing to
work for a better future. And it’s a key compo-
nent of our broader youth opportunity agenda.

We’ve requested an increase of $1.3 billion
this year to bring an array of education and
training assistance to at-risk youth, from the
GEAR UP and TRIO mentoring and support
programs to get more kids on the right track
to success, to an increase in Pell grants to help
more of them afford the cost of college.

These youth opportunity grants will draw on
the experience and dedication of people like
Jacquelene Sharp Massey of Baltimore’s Career
Academy. For 20 years, Jacquelene has made
history of her own by helping literally hundreds
of young people to turn their lives around, peo-

ple like 20-year-old Michael Dupree, who with
the help of the Academy has gone from being
a high school dropout to a biotechnology lab
assistant and a member of Baltimore’s Youth
Council.

Sixty years ago today, the Army Air Corps
activated its second squadron of African-Amer-
ican fighter pilots in Tuskegee, Alabama. That
squadron and three others fought fascism in the
air and racism on the ground. As Tuskegee Air-
men, the sky was their limit. And they helped
to lead the way to this modern digital age in
which there are virtually no limits to how high
our people can fly. Their story is a precious
contribution to our common history and very
much worth remembering this Black History
Month.

Their belief in an America that would respect
their courage and honor their service is the
foundation of the America we all want to live
in, one where every person is treated with dig-
nity and respect and all our children have the
chance to live their dreams.

That’s the America we should work for in
the new millennium.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 6:25 p.m. on
February 18 in the East Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on February 19. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on February 18 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. The National
African American History Month proclamation of
January 31 is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Videotaped Remarks on the Low Income Home Energy Assistance
Program
February 21, 2000

Rising oil prices have brought hardship to
many families struggling to pay heating bills.
I’ve released $295 million in emergency funds
to help low income families cope with home
heating cost. But many struggling families aren’t
aware they qualify for aid. That’s why I’ve asked
States to help make sure they reach as many
eligible families as possible. To find out if you’re

eligible for help with heating bills, contact your
State government or call 1–800–735–8004.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were recorded at
approximately 6:30 p.m. on February 18 in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House for later
broadcast as a public service announcement. A

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 10:23 Feb 01, 2002 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00282 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\PUBPAP~1\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01



283

Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Feb. 22

tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Teleconference Remarks to Participants in the Burundi Peace Talks
February 22, 2000

[The teleconference is joined in progress. Former
President Nelson Mandela of South Africa stated
that the leadership in Burundi was committed
to peace, and he then turned the discussion over
to President Clinton.]

President Clinton. Well, thank you very much.
First of all, President Mandela, let me thank
you for the efforts you are making for peace
in Burundi. I know that all the parties there
appreciate it, and I can assure you that people
all around the world appreciate your efforts.

I also want to say that I am joined here by
our Secretary of State, Madeleine Albright; my
National Security Adviser, Sandy Berger; my
Chief of Staff, John Podesta. We want you to
know how important the United States believes
it is for a peace to be achieved in Burundi.

This work began under President Nyerere,
and we thank you for continuing the effort. I
want to also say to the people of Burundi,
America cares about the peace process there,
and America wants all the parties to succeed.
I also want to pay tribute to President Mkapa
and the people of Tanzania for hosting the talks
and being good neighbors. And I thank the
facilitators from the Nyerere Foundation who
work each day to help their brothers and sisters
from Burundi to achieve peace.

I am very glad that I can speak to you be-
cause of this modern technology. It’s a symbol
of our growing interdependence. And I’m
thrilled that the sounds and the images of these
deliberations are being beamed back to the peo-
ple of Burundi.

I want to say that, in a way, my speaking
to you through this technology shows that the
greater openness of people and borders makes
us more interdependent in ways that are positive
and, particularly, negative as well. As the world
shrinks, we are all more vulnerable to the prob-
lems of those beyond our borders—all those
with whom we share this small planet Earth.
All of us benefit when others build peace; all
suffer when others suffer.

That is why you are there, Mr. President,
and why I am honored to be joining you in
this way today. We understand what is at stake,
first, for the people of Burundi who have suf-
fered so much death, fear, and insecurity; for
all of Africa; and, indeed, for the rest of the
world.

Just last week I attended the opening in
Washington of our National Summit on Africa.
More than 2,000 Americans participated, people
from all 50 of our States, from every walk of
life and every racial and ethnic background. All
came because they believe in Africa’s promise
and because they want to work with Africans
to realize it by building a more open world
trading system, by standing with young democ-
racies, by lifting the burden of debt, by sup-
porting education in Africa and fighting malaria,
TB, and, of course, AIDS.

The United States wants to build a common
future with all of Africa. The real question for
the leaders from Burundi who have gathered
with you in Arusha is whether your country will
share in the promise of this future. Will you
lead the way to a lasting settlement for the
larger conflicts in the Great Lakes region? Will
you show the way for other societies in Europe
and Asia that are also victimized by these kinds
of ethnic conflicts? Or will you hesitate and
falter?

If that were to happen, I am afraid a disaster
would befall your people, and it would seep
beyond your borders. We have seen how a spark
lit in one small part of this region can engulf
the whole.

To most of us outsiders, the choice is clear.
I know that to our friends from Burundi, who
are burdened with painful memories, it is more
complicated. Yet I have found that all the great
peacemakers somehow find a way to let their
real grievances and pain go and walk away, not
just from imagined but from very real griev-
ances.
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